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Dear Friends and Benefactors:
Our last Newsletter, as you will recall, was issued at Easter time in 1976.
It was essentially a catalog of our Bicentennial Exhibit in honor of Mother
Seton. As a consequence, it was not possible to report any items of news.
In this issue we will try to include as many of these as space will permit.
THE MARIAN LIBRARY MEDAL, given every four years after consultation with
Marian scholars in various countries, was awarded to Rev. Giuseppe Besutti,
O.S.M., in May 1975 during the International Mariological Congress held in
Rome. Father Besutti, who teaches at the Marianum and edits its Mariological
quarterly, is regarded as the outstanding Marian bibliographer of our day.
The citation, read in the name of Very Rev. Raymond A. Roesch, S.M., President
of the University of Dayton, recognizes that Father Besutti, because of his
loving zeal as a Servite and his erudition as a scholar and teacher, truly
deserves the designation which is engraved on the medal: Dei Genetricis servus
diligentissimus.
GIFTS FROM MARIANISTS continue to arrive with gratifying regularity. Rev.
Vincent Vasey, S.M., was the donor of several volumes on early Christian
literature. From another confrere we have received considerable material,
some of it quite scare, on the noted French poetess Marie Noel (1883-1967).
Rev. Pierre Humbertclaude, S.M., now in retirement at St. Hippolyte, Alsace,
has given us many Marian books. Father Theodore Koehler, S.M., our Director,
made the selection of these needed items from the library that Father
Humbertclaude had put together during his years at the Marianist Generalate
in Rome. An extensive and very select collection of books on depth psychology
by such authors as Jung, Adler and Freud has come to us from Bro. Clement
Lambert, S.M. (deceased). At frequent intervals we receive books and pamphlets from Rev. Herbert Kramer, S.M., Rev. Norbert Brockman, S.M., and Rev.
Bertrand Buby, S.M. Each year a goodly number of other Marianist priests and
brothers favor us by donations of the usufruct on their property and through
other contributions. The Marianist Sisters have also sent us some books.
This gift commemorates a visit here of their Superior General, Mother de
Aranzazu, and two of her assistants, Sister Blanche Dulon and Sister Blanca
Jamar. Finally, we wish to acknowledge a very substantial endowment for the
rupport of our Marian Library Institute that came from the Cincinnati Province
of the Marianists.
GIFTS FROM OTHER QUARTERS have also been coming at a steady rate. The most
significant of these is the extraordinary donation that was made jointly by
Bro. Cyril Robert, F.M.S., of New York City and Mr. Adrian Perreault, librarian
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of Marist College in Poughkeepsie. In October 1975 both these men invited
Bro. William Fackovec, S.M., our cataloguer, to come and pick up several
hundred volumes that had been set aside in New York and to make a further
selection of other items he might want from the Marian collection at the
college. After some seven hours of combing through the shelves at Marist
College and then carefully packing the books chosen, Bro. Fackovec, Bro.
Anthony Kuntz, S.M., (University of Dayton), and Mr. Perreault filled a
van with 3,024 volumes. Among these are a number of works that we had been
seeking for a long time. It is worth noting that 10 ;, of the total, some 320
books , were printed before 1800. Two of them are very rare items composed by
the apostle of devotion to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, St. John Eudes (16011680): L'enfance admirable de~~ saincte Mere de Dieu, Paris, 1676, and
La devotion au tres sainct Coeur et au tres sacre nom de la Bien-heureuse
------ -- ---- ----- --- -Vierge Marie, Dijon, 1654. The latter antedates the edition of 1663 listed in
the catalog of the Biblioth~que nationale. It goes without saying that there
are many more such items to be noted, but space precludes our mentioning them
all. Our very special thanks to Bro. Kuntz whose expert driving and great calmness under pressure brought this load of treasures safely to the Marian Library.

--

--

Both Bro. Cyril and Mr. Perreault keep us in mind and often send us books,
pamphlets and other items of Marian import. Just a few weeks after the trip to
New York, Bro. Cyril began shipping us a number of interesting art works, most
of them statues, from various parts of the world (Alaska, Austria, Tanganyika ... ).
The oldest of these pieces is a neo-classic figure of ~ary carved in wood in
18th-century France. We are greatly inde bted for the many benefactions received
from Bro. Cyril. It gives us great pleasure, therefore, to congratulate him this
year, when he celebrates the golden jubilee of his profession as a Marist.
Sister Mary Clare Hughes, Provincial of the Daughters of Charity at Emmitsburg, Maryland, who visited our exhibit honoring Mother Seton, presented· a
generous contribution which we will use to build up the endowme nt for our Marian
Library Institute. She has also given us two first-class relics : one of Mother
Seton and another of St. Catherine Laboure (1806-1876), who was favored with the
apparitions of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal in 1830. Every few months we
receive parcels of books from Catherine De Hueck Doherty. A number of other
friends have given us monetary gifts for book purchases. To all these donors and
benefactors we express our sincere thanks and grateful appreciation.
THE WALTER ROESCH MEMORIAL FUND has made possible the acquisition of two rarities.
One is a manuscript leaf, a 15th-century illumination from a French Book of Hours,
showing the Flight into Egypt. Examination of this lovely picture with a magnifying glass brings out some very skillfully executed effects in perspective
drawing. The other is a 1702 printing of the Bible de Royaument, a retelling of
the historical events in the Old and New Testaments, attributed to Nicolas Fontaine (1625-1 709). The work is valued for its many fine engravings, of which
there are ove r 200.
VISITORS continue to arrive and a glance at our guest book shows the names of some
outstanding and world-renowned scholars. Rev. Joaquin M. Alonso, C.M.F. , editor
of Ephemerides Mariologicae and author of many Marian works, came from Madrid for
a few days of consultation. Fathe r Alonso has been commissioned to writ e the definitive history of the Fatima apparitions. Rev. J e an-Marie Sa lgado, O.M. I ., of
Haiti, spent three months at the Library assembling a bibliography for his research
on the Marian content of Mexican and Spanish catechisms printed during the 16th
century. Father Salgado expects to complete this work in time for presentation at
the International Mariological Congress to be held in Saragossa, Spain in 19 79.
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Dr. William Christian, who is held in high repute for his work in religious anthropology, used our resources to continue his investigations on pilgrimages in Spain.
Since his visit he has kept in touch and given us valuable information regarding
materials available on Spanish Marian shrines.
A doctoral candidate at Columbia University, Mr. Jeffrey Utter, visited the
Library prior to leaving for Argentina and Brazil to prepare the groundwork for
his dissertation on the shrines of Our Lady of Lujan and Our Lady of Aparecida.
We have just received from Mr. Utter a copy of the book El Padre Salvaire y ~
basilica de Lujan, c. 1959, a history of Argentina's national Marian shrine.
Another doctoral candidate, Mr. Thomas Kselman, from the University of Michigan
spent several days here researching miracles and miracle cults in 19th-century
France. Our Clugnet Collection was of special assistance to him.
MARIAN LIBRARY STUDIES (new series) Volume 7 was published in December 1975. Over
three hundred pages of the issue are given over to the publication of a very extensive bibliography of the literature on the shrine of Our Lady of La Salette.
This work, which documents world literature from 1846 through 1974, was compiled
by Rev. Jean Stern, M.S., archivist at the La Salette Fathers' generalate and
teacher at the Pontifical Urban University in Rome. It has been very favorably
received. A shorter article by Louis Schlaefli presents a bibliography of the
publications issued by the Sodality at the Jesuit College at Molsheim between 1668
and 1792. The last ·item is a short piece giving the background of events leading
to the decree authorizing the establishment of the Marian Library Institute, which
is noted elsewhe re in this issue of the Ne wsl e tter.
THE SACRED CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION on 5 November 1975 issued a decree,
signed by His Eminence Cardinal Gabriel Marie Garrone, establishing ad experimentum for a period of five years, a Marian Library Institute. As an adjunct of the
Marianum in Rome, the Marian Library Institute with its own staff of professors
recognized by Rome, is empowere d to grant the doctorate in theology with specialization in Marian studies. Candidates for this doctorate must already have the
S.T.L. Students who are not interested in the doctorate but who wish to acquire
a solid formation in Marian studies will be granted a certificate upon the completion of 16 credit hours and the writing of a thesis under the direction of a
professor of the Institute. References to the prospective foundation of this
Institute appear in issues Nos. 6 and 7 (November 1974 and April 1975) of our
Newsletter.
The first summer school offered by the Institute was held from 21 June to 31
July 1976, under the direction of Rev. Robert Bouffier, S.M. Its program was
based on Pope Paul VI's apostolic exhortation Marialis cultus (2 Feb. 1974). The
biblical, patristic and liturgical sources of this document were studied as were
its origins in the doctrine and piety of the Greek Church and in the theolo g ical
currents of the Western Church from the 17th through the 20th centuries. Faculty
included Rev. Eamon Carroll, O.Carm. (the Catholic University of America), Rev.
Robert Maloy (Union Theological Seminary), Rev. Dusan Petrovich (University of
Cincinnati) and Rev. Rene Laurentin (Institut Catholique, Paris).
OUR RESIDENT SCHOLAR for this past year has been Rev. Aristide Serra, O.S.M.
A doctor in both theology and Sacred Scripture , Fathe r Se rra is a professor of
Scripture at the Marianum and a frequent contributor to Rivista biblica, Studi
istorici O.S.M., Marianum and other noteworthy reviews. In addition to his
personal research work here, Father prepared a series of lectures to be given
during the second Marian Library Institute summer school, now in session. Father
Serra has presented us with copies of several studies he made in various areas of
Mariology (works that he jokingly refers to as "the sins of my youth"). He has
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studies and has made valuable suggestions for enriching our holdings of resources
for biblical studies and for Servite history.
OUR DIRECTOR, Rev. Theodore Koehler, S.M., has received another significant honor.
On 7 December 1976 he received "the Patronal Medal which the President of The
Catholic University of America confers on one who has done singular work to promote interest and devotion to the Blessed Mother." Father Koehler was the second
recipient of this award. The first one to receive it was Bishop Fulton J. Sheen.
President Clarence C. Walton bestowed the award during the Mass celebrated in the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Msgr. John J. Murphy, Director of
the Shrine was principal celebrant, with many priests of the University faculty
as concelebrants. Father Koehler himself was the homilist. The ceremonies were
followed by a very amicable dinner for some specially invited guests. Among
them were Marianists Rev. Patrick Tonry, S.M., who represented Rev. John Mulligan,
S.M., Provincial of the New York Province, and Bro. Joseph Davis, S.M., until
recently the executive director of the National Office for Black Catholics, who
represented Rev. William Behringer, S.M., Provincial of the Cincinnati Province.
The next issue of the Newsletter is scheduled for the Fall o£ this year and will
bring our readers up to date on events and activities here at the Library.

Sincerely yours in Christ and Mary,
The Marian Library Staff

Non-Profit

ORGANIZATION

Marian Library
University of Dayton
Dayton, Ohio
45469

U. S. Po1tage

Paid
DAYTON, OHIO
Permit No. 71

